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om cicas, 7. . cala lundolſai. 


me Qpx3riON anſwered : 


Do the 8 v N ſtand ſtill in the 


Days of Johua?, 1 


id bah Dh es. o 


5 1 know your real Intention in -putting 


this Qeſtion into my hand: viz. Whe- 


ther it be to throw me into an Embarras, 


or to gain Satisfaction to your ſelf? If the 


former; I aſſure you, Sir! I ſhall loſe no 
Reputation by not ſucceeding in the En- 


-quiry : For all I have hitherto ſeen writ- 


ten upon the Subject, ſeems to be very 


obſcure and entangled. If the latter; you 


make me too great a Compliment, in ſup- 


fing that I, unfurniſhed as I am, ſhould 


be ſufficient to unravel a Difficulty, which 
ſome of the wiſeſt Men know not what to 
make of, and which others the moſt learn 
bay have not been able to put in a clear 

A 23 3 


64) 
Light. However „as you profeſs your 
ſelf my Friend, it would be à kind of In- 
juſtice to queſtion your Sincerity, except I 
had diſcovered ſomething before - deceitful 
in your Conduct; and therefore to ſhew 
you the Command you have over me, I 
| ſhall read over the ſacred Text as careful- 
ly as J can, conſider it impartially, and 
give you my Opinion, without following 
any Authority but my own private Judg- 
ment: For I have frequently obſerved, 
that there is no Way ſo likely to miſlead 
- a Man in Reſearches of this Nature, as 
Living up his Reaſon to an implicit Cre- 
dulity, the High Road of 3 Nn 


( _ 1 " FLUE: 


Bur firſt give me leave to remark on 
your part, that to make a Queſtion, whe- 
ther the Sum ſtood ſtill in the Days of Jo- 
ſhua, looks like an Objection iſſuing out 
| from the Breaſt of an Infidel, againſt the 
Truth of Reveal'd Religion; and I know 
not whether, in theſe Times of Obloquy 
and Reproach, ſome warm and unwary 
Head may not load yo with the Odium N 
2 4 8 | | for, 


n 1 


s) 
for aſking the Queſtion, and me for an- 
ſwering it in the manner propoſed; ſeeing 
it is expreſſſy ſaid in holy Writ, That at 


the Word of Foſbua the Sun did ftand fill 


and the Moon ffayed. And yet I profeſs 


I cannot ſee, as untowardly as it looks, 


but an honeſt, ſober, well-minded Chri- 


ſtian, one who is a Lover of Truth and 
a Follower of Righteouſneſs, may be al- 
lowed to make it; without giving any 
Offence, or deſigning any, eſpecially to 
ſuch Perſons, as will give themſelves leave 

to think: And as for thoſe that will not, 


let them ſtand accountable for. their own 


Prejudice, Careleſſneſs or Folly ; but let 

not a fair. Enquirer ſuffer in the Opinion 

of the World, only for his Search after 
Truth, and his Deſire of finding it. 


THE Reaſon why it has not been hi- 


therto found, ſeems to be, becauſe they 


that have gone before me have generally 
begg' d the Queſtion, and have then been put 
to their Shifts 70 ſupport the- Conſequence. 
A late very learned Author has labour'd 


this Point with abundance of Thought and 
ENT pa He | Study, | : 
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Study, and with a Fund of Reading hard- 


y to be'equal'd,; and yet has 100 apparent- 
Iy fatl'd of Succeſs. To prove this Fact 


miraculous, he founds himſelf upon this 
Poſition : vis. © It is highly improbable, 


< I might ſay merely impoſſible, that Jo- 
e ſduæ ſhould attempt to record ſuch a 
% Mzracle as this, if it had not been done.” 


I ſuppoſe, he did not fee the Fallacy of 


this kind of Arguing.----That Joſhua has 
recorded this, I think is not diſputed ; 


neither is it diſputed, whether what Jo- 


ſua has recorded be true or no; for, no 
doubt, every thing in Scripture is divinely 


true: The Queſtion is, Whether he has 


recorded this ftanding ſtill of the Sun as a 
miraculous Fact; which this Gentleman 


takes for granted, but others think has not 


been proved, and who can fay when it 
will be ? 


_ IF the Account we have in a 
of this ſuppoſed Fact be literally true, 

zs no doubt the moſt amazing and "iy 
dous Miracle that was ever wrought by the 
Fand of the Almighty, excepting that of 
creating 


5 


_ OG ) . 
creating the World out of nothing ; ; be 
cauſe by this means, the whole Heavens, 
and all the Hoſt of them, were not only 
ſtopt, but may be ſaid to have been in 
ſome meaſure diverted from their firſt eſta- 
bliſh'd Courſe. The Sun food fill, and 
the Moon flayed; and if we do not ſup- 
poſe the ſame of all the other heavenly 
Bodies, (and yet J do not fee, we have 
any Authority for ſo doing) the whole 
Frame and Motion of the Heavens muft 
have been ftrangely jumbled, and all the 
Prior Obſervations and Rules of Aſtrono- 
my thrown into the greateſt Confuſion, 
not to fay, loft for ever. But if it be att 
 kterally true, it is then no Miracle at all, 
nor ought any longer as ſuch to be r regard- 
ed by us. Between theſe Poſitions, the 
Difference is very wide and diftant : They 
are diametrically oppoſite one to another, 
and in the firſt View of em claſh by a 
mutual Contradiction: Infomuch, that let 
vrhichſoever of them prove true, the other 

muſt be falſe, and cannot but drop into 
nothing for want of Evidence to ſupport 
it. Now which of them is cither ths 
| One 


(3) 0 
one or the other, that is, true or falſe, 
can only be known by a Freedom of 
Thought, and a Preciſcneſs of —_— 


* Is certain, Minclie are the true and 

genuine Evidences of Reveal'd Religion, 
without which we ſhould have no Reaſon 
to receive it, or to believe it, as coming 
from Gop, however worthy it might be 
of his Moral Perfections; indeed if it was 
not thus worthy, Miracles could not make 
it fo, nor would they then be any Evi- 
dence ; but without them, the pureſt Re- 
velation could not be diſtinguiſh'd from 
natural Knowledge, tho* it ſhould come 
recommended as the beſt Means to Virtue. 
It is the Divine Power that eſtabliſhes the 
Divine Miſſion, and gives Authority to the 
Pivine Meſſage. So our Lord: If you be- 
Keve not me, believe the Works. And 
eee Queſtion, but the 
Truth of the Miraculouſneſs of the Facts 
may be always proved, by plain and un- 
prejudiced Reaſon, judging impartially of 
thoſe Facts and the Circumſtances relating 
bo jo them... Where this cannot be proved, 


= 1 
17 ſome undeniable Circ 


rently; Ather as no Real Fact, or as a Com- 


Nature. And conſequently as ſuch Fact, 
whether real or pretended, if not miracu- 
lous, can be of no Uſe to ſupport a Reve- 


=” by its being given up as no Miracle, if up- 
on juſt Enquiry it proves to be none. The 


1 & 1 


we ary and id Jubtantial Evidence ; 5 
of which there is a Sufficiency i 


Writ, without needing to borrow! | Help 


m_— 
2 Tur! real Miracles of Scripture aid 
ere 1 mean as may be clearly proved to 
miraculous, have always been wrought. 
Att — of ſome Divine Miſſion or 
* deg: Such were the Miracles of Mo/es, 


nſtance or r other 
in the Relation, there the Fatt i is not to be 
deem'd' Miraculous, or not truly ſo, but 
muſt be underſtood and interpreted diffe- 


mon one, which only happen'd regularly, 
or according to the eſtabliſhed Courſe of 
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lation; ſo Revelation can be no Sufferer 


Truth oy Revelation cannot 8 de- | 


holy 
from any e or Pay Wons 
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ch were thoſe of Jeſus Chrift, and fach 
were thoſe of all the Prophets ; without ſo 
much as one Exception, that J know of. 
This, 27 the Sun Aanding ill, has not ap- 
: 9 7 this Foundation: 3 There. is no 
Divine Miſſion or Meſſage, which it is 
brought to atteſt. And this Circumſtance 
alone makes it look queſtionable, whether 
it be a Miracle or not, and whether it is 
not to be taken in ſome other Senſe or 
Meaning. T his ſeeming Uncertainty is, 
T fay, enough to juſtify an Enquiry into 
the Circumſtances of it; and, even to give. 
a Suſpicion or Doubt at preſent, whether 
the Fact be truly miraculous, or whether 
it be ſo much as a real Fact, in order to 
prove hether it be one or no, or in what 
1 Senſe, We e ought to underſtand it. 


bs 


Tak RE is another Preſumption bn 
ingly againſt it, which is this: This Mi- 
| racle, if it was one, was not done in a Cor- 
ner, but! in the Face 2 the whole Words; 25 


and the Baden 5 it was * long, hat 
it could not Paſs without a ge neral Obſer-- | 
f | Fr 4 vation. 1 
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( 27 ) - 
vation. In ſhort, it muſt have raiſed: the 
Curioſity of all learned Men in every Nas 
tion upon Earth, not only to have obſer- 
ved it, but alſo to have recorded it, for the 
Uſe and Inſtruction of Poſterity : But there 
is confeſſedly, no Traces, no F ootſteps, 
of any ſuch Wonder, in any Hiſtory in 

the World, but in this of the Fews only. | 
Even'in Egypt, a neighbouring Nation to 
the Land of Canaan, which of all others 
was the earlieſt in Learning, and the moſt 
famed for it, long before this thing hap- 
pened; well as for their Obſervations of 
the Heavens, and alſo for their Worſhip 
of the Heavenly Bodies; for tis with Rea- 
ſon ſuppoſed, they adored the Sun, under 
the known Hieroglyphic of an Ox, their 
chief Image or Idol: Vet among hich, 1 
ſay, fo prepared, and ſo diſpoſed, to have 
known the Truth of ſuch a Fact, and to 
have recorded it, there was never found 
aha! leaſt Remains of any ſuch Tradition, 


SY 


1 N DEE D enen the BY ancient 
| Greek Hiſtorian extant, of great Reputa- 
ee and good Authority in the learned 
41 M0 3 = World, 


| (un ) 
World, is obſerved to have taken Notice ; 
of one peculiar Oddity of Opinion among 
that People, viz. That the Sun had #wice 
ſince the Creation riſen in the Weſt, and 
ſet i in the Eaſt: But as the Ri/ing and Ser- 
ting of the Sun, tho' ſuppoſed in con- 
trary Points of the Heavens to its uſual 
Courſe, is a Phznomenon quite different, 
and of another Nature, to its ſtanding ftill, 
the one implying Motion the other Reſt ; 
this could not poli bly have any Relation 
to the Fact we are now treating of; but 
ſeems to have been rather bored from 
the going back of the Sun in Hezekiah's 
Time; if it be any ching more than 1 
mere Fable, to catch the Unwary and to 
amaze the Ignorant. Of equal Authority 
is that of the Heavens blaſbing, and the 
Sun ftanding till, when Atreus Kin g of 
Myeene- entertain'd his Brother Thyeſtes 
with a Banquet made of the Fleſh- of -his 
own Children: For this is certainly no 
more than a poetical Fiction, deſign'd at 
firſt by Statius, to expreſs the greater 
HForror and Deteſtation of ſuch a cruel an 
| inhuman . bog bo 20 
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thei Shadow going backs on — 
of Ma, in the Time of 'Hezekiab: King 
of Fudah, was indeed a Miracle, wrouglit 
in Atteſtation of a Divine Meſſage; but, 
without any Reſemblance of this. We 


have reaſon to believe, it was merely los 


b and er en r ee 
dinary — of Di 3 Cars 


— Rodyzic: For che“ ir M oneg Tal 


in Jaiab, that the Sun went: back ten Det 


grees, this is to be underſtood of the Rays 
or So — . — "becauſe in 


made 10 — The 


n the-Su vow ten Degrees backs 


þ: Aura, 
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y back, and not that 


Pr ophet cried unto the Lord, and the Lori 
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434) 
ward, by which it had gone down in the 


| Dial of az. Obſerve: Only, in the 
Dial of Abaz. For this was a Mira- 
ele wrought for-Hezekiah's s ſake, and pure- 
' ly for his Conviction; and therefore may 
be juſtly ſuppoſed to have appeared only 
in the Place where he himſelf was, rea- 
dy to obſerve the. Wonder, as well as to 
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9V7T 1s: thats cine 
4 obſerved in other Countries. For no 
ſooner was it reported and ſpread abroad; 
as a miraculous Work in oog of Hege- 
k1ab; to aſſure him of a Prolongation of his 
Life; but the King of Rue ant an Am- 
baſſage to Hear łiab, not only to compliment 
him on his Recovery, but alſo to enquire of 
the Vonder that vas done in the Land: That 
is, to;knoiv for certain, whether what was 
reported by common Fame, of the Sha- 
dow going baek ten Degree 
dial of Abaz; was true or hoc; Now, the 
King of Babylun had had no Occaſion to 
have done tis 6 ap- 


n 3 | 


105 
peared all he World over, as it did i in the 5 
Preſence of Hezekiah ; for then, every | 
$un-dial would have ſhewn the fame. 'Tis | 
true, ſome have thought” this Ambaffige 
Was only to enquire, whether this Won; 
der, tho' univcfſal, was foretold by Hasch 
before it came to paſs: But there is no 
Ground in Scripture, which 1 is our only 
ſure Guide, for that Suppoſition. It is ex- 
preſsly aid, they came to enquire of the 
Wonder it ſelf, and not of the Prediction 
of it; tho! it was impoſſible, * they ſhould 
be informed of the Certainty of the one} 
without being let into the Knowledge of 
the other. In a Word, the Caſe was this: 
Babylon was the chief City of Chaldea; 
and the Chaldeans being in thoſe Days the 
greateſt Aſtronomers in the World, they 
were led by a Curioſity common to all 
learned Men to make this Enquiry, that 
they might improve their Knowledge in 
things of that Nature, which ſo ſignally 
appe rtained to the brighteſt Luminary of 
the Heavens; which was not only the 
Object of their ne but of their 
nds e YL 700 
** - Aus 


E or ſtopping the Courſe of the Sun 
and the whole Frame of Heaven, there 
is no Queſtion to be made, but this was 
the OE 4.4 Which it was n 


Ixp ERB it may be Gepe that if 


the Sun did actually go back, it might be 
ſo ſuddenly done, and the whole Heavens, 


reſtored again to their uſual State in ſo 


ſhort a Space of time, that it was not ob- 


ſerved, nor well could be, but by him 


who foretold it, and by thoſe to whom it 


was foretold. But in anſwer hereunto : | 
| Had this been really the Caſe, what Oc. 


caſion had Hezekiah to object againſt the 


Sun's going forward ten Degrees rather. 
than backward fo many, when the Pro. 
phet gave him the Choice of either, for 
a Sign, or Aſſurance, of his Recovery 7 
For certainly, it would have been as much 
a Miracle, and equally againſt the natu- 
ral Courſe of the Sun, to go on a ſudden 


ten Degrees forward as ten Degrees back- 


Ward; and might have no leſs confirmed 
by belief one way than fe other, that 


E Sog 
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Go p had actually ſent the Medig⸗ by his 
Prophet, and would undoubtedly make 
good his Promiſe, But ſaid Hezekzab, Ir 
is à ſmall thing, for the Shadow to go down 
ten Degrees; (he meant, leiſurely and gra- 
dually, as the Sun always goes) there is 
no Wonder, no Miracle in that, ſufficient 
for Conviction: Nay, but let the Shadrw 
return back ten Degrees ; and; the Lord 
brought the Shadow bach: That is, leiſure- 
ly and gradually, according to the Sun's 
uſually apparent Motion; ſo that he had 
Time to obſerve and conſider it, without 
any Poſſibility of Miſtake, notwithſtand= | 
ing the little Space of Time a Degree might 
be: Undoubtedly much leſs, than one of 
our Hours at preſent; becauſe 'tis here 
ſuppoſed the Sun might „fill have gone down 
ten Degrees, tho' it had already gone down 
ten Degrees, which the Lord brought it 
back; ; and we are ſure, tis impoſſible 1 in 
the Nature of Thin gs, that the Sun houkd. 
8⁰ down twenty Hours at once. 


FR e OM Ki we juſtly W pany 
the Miracle Was real, and not a Trick Y 


N | impoſed 
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impoſed ; but then it muſt be faid, it ſtill 


continues local, or done only in one Part 
of the World and not in any other; and 
as this is an Inſtance in no wiſe parallet' to 


the Sun's anding ſtill for about a whol# © 


Day, in the Days of Foſhua ; ſo the Truth 


and Certainty of that Miracle cannot poſ- 


ſibly be ſtrengthen'd or confirmed wy this. 


B UT let us now — it more parti- 
cularly, I mean the ſeeming Miracle of the 
_ Sun's ſtanding ſtill; for ſo give me leave 


to ſpeak of it, till we ſee whether it be a 


real Miracle or no. But be that as it will, 
this we are ſure of; that what was ſaid 
and done was in the Sight and Hearing 


of Hruel, that is, of the Army of Iſrael, 


or of the chief Men of it; ſo that in the 
Eyes and Ears of ſo many, there could 
be no Deception or Impoſture in the Caſe : 
And therefore, this bes of Scripture un- 
doubtedly contains a trus Account of that 
Tranſaction; and there acting wanting 
here, but to underſtand/ rightly what it 

was, Now this I think may be learned 
clearly and fully, from the very Words of 
C4. the 


I 
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( 20 ) 
the Paſſage it ſelf, without much Difficul- 
ty or Perplexity of Thought; and with- 
out travelling into ancient Greece, much 
leſs ſo far as China, to pick up heatheniſh 
Fables in order to ſupport it: For I take 
it for Truth, That in all Things dark and 
Mmtricate, the Scriptures are the cleareſt and 


beſt Expoſitor of themſelves. + I 


BEC Aus g it is ſaid, That the Sun ſtood 
till in the midſt of Heaven, and haſtened 
not to go down about a whole Day, it has 
been the general Opinion, that it did re- 
ally ſtand till ſo long as to make One Day 
Two. However, I think it is hardly con- 
| cludable from that Expreſſion, that the 
Sun did not go down as uſual at the End of 
the Day: For tis not directly ſaid, the 
Sun did not go down, but only, that it ſtood 


ftill and did not haſten to go down ; which 


are very different Forms of ſpeaking, and 
may juſtly admit to be interpreted diffe- 
rently. To /tand and hoiter in the Way is 
one thing, and not to move at all for a 
whole Day 1s quite another : Juſt as diffe- 
xent as 5 goln g backward is, to not going 


forward ; 


T3 

forward ; and 'tis certain, a Man may not 
go forward, without going backward at 
all. But this I introduce, not for a Proof, 
but to furniſh an Hint only ; which a Man 
of Thought and Reflection, will eaſily 
perceive what Uſe to make of. 


ABouT two hundred and fifty Years be- 
fore Chriſt, according to Dean Prideaux; 
or two hundred, according to the margi- 
nal Chronology of our Bibles ; the Fews, 
or ſome of them, had quite another No- 
tion of the Matter, to what we have now. 
Tis left upon record, that they did not 
think the Sun food ſtill, but went back 
from the midſt of Heaven where it firſt 
ſtopt, and then returning made one Day as 
Jong as two. This indeed is againſt holy 
Writ; but, ſo the Author of Ecclefaſti- 

us : Did not the Sun go back by his [Jo- 
ſhua's] means? And was mt one Day as 
Jong as two? But with all due Reſpect to 
that venerable Author, beſides this appa- 
rent Contradiction of the true Word of 
:Gop, he ſeems to be a little out in his 
-Alfonemical Calculations ; and has un- 
warily 


(ny 
warily ventured upon making Queries, 
which are certainly not unanſwerable, 
Had he truly conſidered, where it was 
and when, that the Sun is faid to have 
food ſtill on the Word of Foſhua, tis my 
Opinion he would not have told us, that 
it went back, but he would have kept it 
ftanding in the fame Place, as our Modern 
Commentators chooſe to do; for other- 
wiſe, he muſt have reverſed his Terms of 
Speech, and have ſaid, tbe Night was 

doubled, and one Day at leaſt entirely loſt. 
But by this means, he would have diſcon- 
certed the whole Scope and Deſign, which 
it is ſuppoſed Foſbua had in aſking the Mi- 

racle, and God in granting it. 


Wu N Yoſhu ſaid, Sun! ſtand thou 
fill upon Gibeon, and thou, Moon / in the 
Valley of 4jalon, there is no Doubt but he 
faw them both in that Poſition ; the one 
upon Gibeon, the other in the Valley of 
Hialon. Now Gibeon and Aalen lay al- 
moſt in a direct Line, Eaſt and Weſt one 
to another; ſo that Joſbua was at this 
Time between them, warring againſt the 

| Ammo— 


%% 

Ammorites, under the Weſt Side of the 
Hill Gibeon: For, the City was ſituate 
upon the Hill, from which it took its 


Name. The Moon therefore was in thge 


Weſt, probably not long after its Full, 
juſt a-going down, and ſeemingly at a 
great Diſtance from Foſhua, almoſt upon 
the Borders of the Great, now the Medi- 
terranean, Sea; for there it was that Sa- 
lon lay, in the Tribe of Dan + But the 
Sun appeared very near him, juſt ariſing 
bchind Mount Gibeon; under the Weſt 
Side of which (as I faid) he was fighting 
with the Enemy, and at the very Time 
they began to flee before him. For it is 
faid, he went up all Night from Gilgal, 
and came upon them ſuddenly, that is, 


whilſt it was yet dark, unſeen and.unex- 


| Situation of che two Places. 80 that he 


pected, and chaſed them along the” Way 
that goeth up to Beth-horon, that is, North 
weſtward from Gibeon, according to the 


himſelf muſt needs have come un the 


South Side of the City, and have been 
with his Army in the Engagement, as be- 


fore deſcribed, on the Welt of Gibron; 
and 
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_ and conſequently ſaw the Sun to appear 


( } 
4 3 


juſt above the Hill, ww it ow. upon 
the Earth, 


Now 4 it in this geographical 
Poſition : Had the Sun gone back, as the 
ancient Author abovementioned ſuppoſes, 


it would have been ſo far from being of a- 


ny Service to Joſbus in the Perſuit of his 
Enemies, that it would again have con- 
cealed it ſelf under the Diſc of the Earth, 
and have greatly favour'd the Eſcape of 
the Ammorites, by making (contrary to 
what is intimated) one Night as long as 


tuo; and would have been alſo, fo far 
from not going down, that it would have 


gone down immediately, nat into the Weſt 
indeed, but backward into the Eaſt again, 
from whence it was juſt riſen, | This then. 
being contrary to plain Matter of Fact, as 
well as Divine Teſtimony, it can be of no 


Authority towards [proving this ſuppoſed: 
ſtanding ſtill of the Sun to be really Mi- 


raculous: Nay, it diſproves the very thing 


it ſhould be brought to vindicate. Did 


ae the Sap, faith he, 8⁰ back by his means a 


* 


6; 25) _ 

And was not one Day as ling as two? 
Strangely inconſiſtent ! For had the Sun 
gone back, there had been no Day at all; 
and if the Day was as long as two, certain- 
ly the Sun did not go back. The Queries 
mutually overturn and deſtroy themſelves. 
It is true, the Miracle would have been 
the ſame, I mean equally as great, had the 
Sun gone back a Day, as if it had ſtood 
ſtill a Day ; or one Night made two, as 
one Day two : But that is not the Thing 
in queſtion. Not, whether one Miracle 
was as great as the other ; but, whether 
there was any Miracle at all? In a Word, 

whether the Sun did really ſtand fill or no? 


Ir it did ſtand ſtill, tis certain the Oc- 
caſion of it was extraordinary: Gop would 
by no means put all Nature out of its 
Courſe for nothing, nor do ſo great a Thing 
for the fake of any Trifle. Some great 
Motive it muſt be, that could carry the 
Almighty to cauſe ſo ſurprizing an Effect; 
for we cannot ſuppoſe him exerting ſuch 
a Power, fo vaſtly ſurpaſſing all the Me- 

| 5 thods 


1 \ 
thods of common Providence, for no pur- 
poſe, nay, not for a little purpoſe. Some- 
thing exceeding urgent, and abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for atchieving ſome mighty End, 


muſt require it: Something in which the 
Honour of Gop was greatly concerned, as 
well as the Intereſt and Safety of his People. 
But nothing of this appears in the Context. 


There is no mention of any thing, for the 


fake of which this great Miracle was done : 
Nor the leaſt Intimation given by which 


we may poſlibly gueſs, for what End it 
ſhould be done: And I'm ſure where the 


ſacred Text is filent, we have little Autho- 
rity for ſaying any thing. It is indeed faid, 
The Sun ſtood ſtill, and the Moon ſtayed, 
TILL the People had avenged themſelves on 
their Enemies; but ſurely ! this is another 
thing than ſaying, That 2e Sun ſtood ſtill 
and the Moon ſtayed, that the People xi GH 
avenge themſelves on their Enemies; as if 
this could not have been done, except the 
Sun had /?ood ſtill and the Moon ſtayed. 
For my ſtaying till a Thing be done, is no 
Argument of my Preſence being neceſ- 


ſary 


Th. 


: fir for the doing of it. I may ſtay as a 
Looker on, without — any Aſſiſt- 


3 


O the contrary, it is very apparent, 
there was really no ſuch Occaſion for this 


imagined Miracle; for before Foſhua bid 


the Sun fand ſtill, all the Danger and 
Difficulty of the Battle was over, He ſpoke 


theſe Words in the Morning of that Night 
in which he had come upon the Amorites 


ſuddenly, and flain them 4077h a very great 
Slaughter. It was, when the Conqueſt 
was made, the Enemy quite routed, and he 


and his Men in full perſuit of them, that 


he ſpake unto the Lord, and ſaid in the Sight 
, Iſrael, &c. Nay, at a Time when he 
was in no Fear of their rallying back upon 
him; for the Lord had faid to him before 
the Engagement, (very probably upon his 
enquiring of him by Urim and Thummim, 
whether he ſhould go up in Defence of 


Gibeon or not) Fear them not; for 1 have 


delivered them into thine Hand : There ſhall 
not a Man of them ſtand before thee. Up- 


on which tis added, So he came upon them 
| D 2 fudgenty, 
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ſuddenly, and the Lord 7 n them bes 
fore Iſrael, | | 


Now judge, whether it was at all ne- 
ceſlary 1 in itſelf, or reaſonable for Fo/hua 
to expect, or even to deſire, that God 
ſhould ſtop the Sun in his Cou * that the 
People might be avenged on their Enemies; 
when he had already actually deli vered them 
into their Hands, and had promiſed that a 
Man of them ſhould not ſtand before them. 
Was not the Promiſe of Gon ſufficient ? Or 
did Foſhua diſtruſt it, that he ſtill called 


out for a miraculous Aſſiſtance 2 Certain, 


ly, it is the greateſt Abſurdity in the World, 


to ſuppoſe Gop working any Miracle, 


much more ſo ſtupendous an one as this, 
without a ſufficient Reaſon or real Neceſ- 
ſity, of his working it. Even an Heathen 


Poet would have been laugh'd at, had he 


introduced a God into his Scene, except. 


the Difficulty appeared to be otherwiſe un- 
e 


"Tx 18 true, there is ſomething added, 
that at firſt Sight may ſeem to obviate this. 
Abſur * | 


8 


( 29 ) 
Abſurdity, as it looks like a Confirmation 
of the other Opinion; for tis ſaid, And 
there was no Day like that, before of after 
it, that the Lord hearken'd to the Voice of 15 
a Man. But this certainly cannot mean, 
that the Lord before this had never bear- 
ken'd to the Voice of a Man, or ue ver to 
the Voice of a Man in that manner; and 
therefore, there was no Day hike it, before 
or after it: For, he had often hearken'd 
to the Voice of Moſes, to do by bit Hands 
many and great Wonders. Nor can it 
mean, that the Lord had never hearken'd- 
to the 'Voice of a Man, ſo as to ſtop he 
Sun in his Courſe before, tho we are ſure 
he never had done it; becauſe the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf gives aciothet Reaſon, why there 
Was no Day like that before or after ity 
which is, for the Lord fought for Hfruel. 
That is, in all Teſha's Time, neither be- 
fore nor after it, did Gop ſo iptalive him— 
ſelf in favour of his People, as he did up- 
on that Occaſion, For when the Ano- 
rites fled before Tfael, and were many 
of them, no doubt, likely to eſcape. by that 
Neans, Gov Providentially drove them 
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back again upon the Sword of the Conque- 


ror, by ſo furious a Storm of Hail, that 
there were more of them died with the 

Hail. ſtones, than thoſe which the Children 
of Iſtrael ſlew with the Sword, And as 
there is no queſtion, but Foſbua had pray d 


to Gor, that he would make good his 


Promiſe to him, and now deliver his Ene- 


my into his Hand; ſo it may be juſtly 
ſaid, Gop had never ſo apparently hear- 


ken d to the Voice of a Man, as he did 
then to Foſhua, when, fighting for 1/-ael 


_ againſt the Enemy, he caſt down great 


Stones from Heaven upon them that they 
died. To this perhaps the Pſalmiſt alludes, 
when he ſays, in deſcribing the manifold 
Works-of Gop : The Lord alſo thundred 
in the Heavens, and the Higheſt gave forth 
bis Voice, Hailſtones and Coals of Fire; 
ea, he ſent out his Arrows and ſcatter' d 
them, he ſhot out his 2 e and di 2 
comfited them. | 


| Now it was common on ſuch ſignal 


Victories as theſe, for the ancient religious 


Heroes immediately to celebrate the Praiſes 


2 "CPL 
67 God at the Head of their Armies. 
When Pharaoh and the Egyptians were 
overwhelmed in the Red-Sea, then ſang 
Moſes and the Children of Iſrael this Song 
wnto the Lord: So, upon the Defeat of 
Fabin King of Canaan, it is ſaid, in that 
Day ſang Deborah, and Barak the Son of 
 Abinoam : And again David, in the Day 
that the Lord delivered him out of the Hand 
of all his Enemies, and out of the Hand of 
Saul, ſpake unto the Lord the Words of 
this Song. In like manner Joſhua, upon 
this ſurprizing Victory, being ſacredly in- 
ſpired with poetic Rapture, breaks out in- 
to a Song of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
the moſt high Gop. For immediately af- 
ter it is told in the ſacred Hiſtory, how. 
the Lord fought for Iſrael out of Heaven, 
it follows: Then (meaning, at that Inſtant) 
ſpake Foſhua unto the Lord, in the Day. 
"when the Lord delivered up the Amorites 
before the Children of Iſrael. What he 
ſake, is not here fully recorded; (for this 


' ſeems to be a defective Copy, or a ſort of 


Abridgment of the Song of Foſhua) but 
we are referred for a farther Account of 
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ok of Faſter, that is, with. 


a Book of the Upright, the good and great 


Men who had been heroical in their Ge- 

ration, and done ſignal Services to their 
Country; wherein, I queſtion not, it was 
inſerted at large. For this Book was not 


'a Book written by any one Man, but by 


many, at different Times, and on ſundry 
Occaſions, being a Collection of Divine 


Poems, added from Time to Time; as is 


plain, from David's Song on the Death of 


Saul and Jonathan being a Part of it, tho' 
compoſed near four hundred Years after 
this of Joſbua. But this and that being 


both imperfect, or in Part only recorded 


in ſacred Writ; therefore it is we are re- 
ferred to that Book (now loſt) for them 


particularly. 


HowevER, there is enough remaining 
of this Song of Triumph, to ſhew us the 
Dignity of Joſbua's Thoughts, and the 
Loftineſs of his Expreſſion ; who, amidſt 
his Divine Praiſes, by a bold Figure of 
Speech, beſpeaks the Sun to land ſtill upon 


Crs, and the Moon in the Valley of A. 


Jalon; 


| Se: was | in any x} il of wanting it, fo 5 5 
” "bis Enemies, (which! is a low, trifling, and 


groundleſs Imagination; for this was ſpo- 
ken in the Morning, as 1 obſerved before, 
and at a Time too when the Enemy was 
routed, and he had a whole Day before 
him wherein to finiſh the Conqueſt) but 
that theſe heavenly Bodies might be Spec- 
tators of ſo great a Victory, and tand and 


wonder at the unſpeakable Goodneſs of 


Gop to im. Not unlike the Pſalmiſt, 
when he ſummons all the Hoſt of Hea- 


ven to join with him in the Praiſes of 


God: Praiſe him, Sun and Moon, praiſe 
Him all ye Stars] Praiſe him ye Heavens, 
and ye Waters that are above the Heavens | 
For certainly, it is not more a Miracle for 


inanimate Things 70 and and wonder, than 


it is for them to rejoice and fing, In ſhort, 
the Expreſſions are both of them ſtrong- 
figurative, and ſurprizingly beautiful. 


AccoRDINGLY, the Sun and Moon are 


here repreſented as ſeiz d with Admira- 
* and CTY the whole Day in Won- 
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— (34). 
Ader and Aftoniſhment. Which vents 1 J 


| © fafficieatly confirm'd by the Hebrew Text, = 


(as our Bibles have carefully preſerved it, 
on the Margin) which is not, Sun! tand 
thou ſtill, but, Sun! be filent: And the 
Sun was filent ; as if he was ſtruck dumb 
and ſpeechleſs, with the Surprize of ſo 
great an Action. All which is purely po- 


tical, and equally ſublime as that in the 


Song of Deborah : They fought from Hea- 
ven, the Stars in their Courſes Fought a= 
gainſt Siſera. By which no mare is meant, 


ſays our beſt Commentator, than. that the 


Battle againſt Siſerg held out till Night, 


and the Brightneſs of the Stars was favou- 


rable to the Victory. By a Parity then of 
Reaſoning, when tis ſaid, the Sun flood ſtill 
in the midſt of Heaven, and did not haſten 


to go dawn for @ whole Day; tis no more 
than faying in plain Engliſh Verſe, bor- 


rowed from the Greet of Callimachus 1 


: Then Neopping fort, the Sun did ondrin 


ray, 
Forgat 0 Hf, and On" out the Day, 


Tays, 
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"Twos; Si-! you hte my „ Promiſe — 


3 I have given you my private 


Judgment upon this puzzling Paſſage of 
; Scripture, and have ſtudied Brevity and 
Clearneſs as much as poſſible : But how 
well I have ſucceded in the Interpretation, 
I muſt now leave to be decided þy your 
Candor and Impartiality. Had the Church, 
te Church of England, defined this Fab. 
ſage to another Senſe, I ſhould then in 
Duty and Good- manners have declined 
your Requeſt, and with Modeſty and Si- 
lence ſuppreſs d my own Thoughts i in- De- 
ference to hers; but as ſhe has nat. inter: 
poſed her Authority, nor laid any ſuch 
Embargo upon rational Enquiry, I haye 
Judged of it without Reſtraint, and ſpoken 


my gentiments without Fear or Scruple,, 


Ix they be found true; this Advantage, 
at leaſt, will accrue to Religion: A dark 
and difficult Paſſage is clear d, an Qbjec- 
tion is taken out of the hands of Infidelity, 
and an Honour is done to the Truth of 
Cor * its being render'd plain rational | 
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